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CRUISE MISSILES VS. SOVIET DEFENSE 
ANNCR: 

FOR THE PAST TEN MONTHS, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN TESTING 
ITS NEWLY~DEVELOPED CRUISE MISSILE AGAINST A SIMULATION OF EVERY 
KNOWN SOVIET DEFENSE. THIS WEEK CTUESDAY) THE PENTAGON ANNOUNCED 
THE RESULTS OF THOSE TESTS, VOA CORRESPONDENT SEAN KELLY HAS 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORT ON THE FINDINGS: 

VOICE: 

THE PURPOSE OF THE TESTS CAN BE SUMMED UP IN ONE WORD: 
SURVIVABILITY. BEFORE INVESTING MILLIONS OF DOLLARS MORE IN THE 
CRUISE MISSILE, U.S. DEFENSE OFFICIALS HERE WANT TO BE CERTAIN 
THAT THE SMALL, PILOTLESS JET AIRCRAFT WILL BE ABLE TO REACH 
ITS INTENDED TARGET. CRITICS OF THE CRUISE MISSILE HAVE CHARGED 
THAT ITS RELATIVELY SLOW SPEED WILL MAKE IT VULNERABLE TO SOVIET 
RADAR~GUIDED SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, AS WELL AS HIGHSPEED 
INTERCEPTOR AIRCRAFT, 

SO THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT SET UP A SERIES OF SURVIVABILITY 
TESTS THAT WOULD MATCH THE NEW MISSILE AGAINST EVERY KNOWN 
COMPONENT OF THE SOVIET AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM: RADAR, SURFACE-TO- 
AIR MISSILES, AND THE LATEST FIGHTER=INTERCEPTORS. IN SOME 
CASES, THE GROUND UNITS WERE EVEN WARNED IN ADVANCE THAT THE CRUISE. 
MISSILE WOULD BE COMING INTO THEIR AREA, THE TESTS WERE CONDUCTED 
AT SEA = OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST = AND AT TEST RANGES IN NEVADA 
AND NEW MEXICO. 

IN SUMMING UP THE RESULTS, THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT'S DIRECTOR 
OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. DOCTOR WILLIAM PERRY, SAID THAT THE 


PRESENT-DAY SOVIET AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM WOULD BE "TOTALLY USELESS" 
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AGAINST THE CRUISE MISSILE. IT WOULD COST MOSCOW FIFTY THOUSAND 
MILLION DOLLARS TO BUILD A SYSTEM THAT MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE, HE 
SAID, BUT ~ EVEN THEN ~- MORE THAN HALF OF THE CRUISE MISSILES 
LAUNCHED WOULD PROBABLY REACH THEIR TARGETS IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

DOCTOR PERRY POINTED OUT THAT THE CRUISE MISSILE HAS 
SEVERAL CHARACTERISTICS THAT MAKE IT VERY DIFFICULT TO COUNTER. 
FIRST OF ALL, THE MISSILE IS COMPARATIVELY SMALL -- CAPABLE, 

IN FACT, OF BEING FIRED FROM A SUBMARINE TORPEDO TUBE. IT 

1S ALSO VERY QUIET, AND IT DOES NOT SHOW UP WELL ON RADAR, ALSO, 
ITS COMPUTER-GUIDED NAVIGATION SYSTEM PERMITS IT TO FLY SEVERAL 
THOUSAND KILOMETERS AT VERY LOW ALTITUDE WITH UNPRECEDENTED 
ACCURACY. IT CAN LITERALLY GUIDE ITSELF AROUND MOUNTAINS, AND 
THROUGH VALLEYS, THUS AVOIDING DETECTION. FINALLY, DOCTOR PERRY 
NOTED THAT THE CRUISE MISSILE'S RELATIVELY LOW COST -- IN 
COMPARISON, FOR INSTANCE, WITH A JET FIGHTER -- MEANS 

THAT IT CAN BE LAUNCHED BY THE THOUSANDS, THUS SATURATING SOVIET 
DEFENSE. 

SOME CRITICS OF THE CRUISE MISSILE HAVE SAID THAT THE NEW 
WEAPON SYSTEM IS POTENTIALLY DESTABILIZING TO ANY ARMS AGREEMENT 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION. BUT SUPPORTERS OF THE CRUISE MISSILE 
POINT OUT THAT IT CANNOT BE USED TO LAUNCH A NUCLEAR ATTACK. 

IT IS A SO-CALLED SECOND-STRIKE WEAPON: ONE THAT NIGHT BE USED 
TO RETALIATE AGAINST AN ATTACK, BUT ITS SLOW SPEED MAKES IT 

UNLIKELY THAT THE CRUISE MISSILE WOULD EVER BE USED TO START A 
WAR. THEREFORE, ITS SUPPORTERS SEE IT AS A STABILIZING FACTOR 
IN MAINTAINING STRATEGIC NUCLEAR BALANCE WITH THE SOVIET UNION, 

NONETHELESS, THE CRUISE MISSILE HAS TURNED OUT TO BE AN 
OBSTACLE IN THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH MOSCOW OVER A STRATEGIC 


ARMS LIMITATION TREATY, DOCTOR PERRY SUGGESTS WHY: 
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TAPE CUT ONE -- PERRY 

"IT WOULD BE VERY NERVOUS ABOUT THE CRUISE MISSILE IF I WERE 
A SOVIET DEFENSE PLANNER, AND C(I) WOULD BE DOING EVERYTHING I 
COULD TO TRY TO IMPECE ITS DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT." 
VOICE: 

DOCTOR PERRY ADDED THAT THE U.S. IS PUSHING AHEAD WITH CRUISE 
MISSILE DEVELOPMENT, AND NOW EXPECTS TO HAVE THE NEW MISSILES 
AVAILABLE WITHIN FOUR YEARS, 
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